Bicycle, Pedestrian & Greenway Advisory Committee (BPGAC)
Tuesday, March 14th, 2017
GF City Hall, 255 North 4th Street, Grand Forks, ND – A102
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I. Greenway Items 
i. Fix-It Stations – Kim Greendahl received a message from Mark McDonald from Scheels wondering the Greenway was interested in a Bike Fix-It Stations, they would be interested in donating a couple. Kim Greendahl reached out to her East Grand Forks counterpart to see if they would be interested in one of them. Kim Greendahl indicated that the plan would be to have one of the Fix-It Stations by the campground on the East Grand Forks side and one on the Grand Forks side in Lincoln Park by the trail. David Kuharenko asked if this something that we would need to pull out every year because of flooding, Kim Greendahl indicated that where they are located that they are high enough that it won’t be a problem. Jane Croeker reminded the group that there is also four at UND. 
ii. Disc Golf – Kim Greendahl has been working/reaching out to the Disc Golf group and is hoping that they will start to come these meetings. The Disc Golf group is requesting to host the State Doubles Tournament and needs some improvements to the course such as concrete pads. Kim Greendahl has made some requests to the State Office, but there was FEMA funding that was used for the buy outs and with that came along with some restrictions on impervious allowance. The State Office responded back that they were surprised that what is already in place was allowed and you will have to tear them out. Kim Greendahl responded back saying we have a letter that giving us the permission to put this facility in and since it is already in will you let us put in the pavers that let grass grow between them and she also pointed out to them they are not considered impervious. Kim Greendahl let the group know that the State Office told here that they will look into it and get back to her. Kim Greendahl also brought up during all this going on the Disc Golf group has put in a request to host another tournament. 
iii. Story Mapping – Kim Greendahl reminded the group she went to the Esri Conference last year and one of the things she learned from that conference is story mapping. Kim Greendahl shared with the group that she is working to do that for the entire Greenway so she can point out points of interest as well as before and after’s on a map. Kim Greendahl also pointed out that this is the 20 year anniversary of the flood and is hoping to have it available mid-April. Jane Croeker asked if Kim Greendahl could build in information on Native American heritage. Kim Greendahl indicated that there is a lot of information that you can use and maybe using categories, she also said it will be an app.
Aaron Kennedy brought up that there is a lot of dog poop in the Greenway. Kim Greendahl said that it is an ongoing discussion but it gets to the point of personal responsibility, there are doggie poop bags and receptacles all over the place. There was a group discussion about some outreach campaigns or during interviews to bring up education.
Richard O’Conner brought up there is a huge crack in the dyke by the pump station off of Belmont past 32nd Ave, and indicated if someone has not looked at it yet they should. Kim Greendahl said she will have someone look at it and told the group you can reach out to her before the meetings with stuff like this you don’t have to wait to bring it up during our scheduled meetings.
Richard O’Conner also asked about the Christmas decorations from Christmas in the Park and is wondering would those will be moved. Kim Greendahl replied that they are still frozen to the ground. 
II. Bicycle and Pedestrian Items 

i. Bike and Ped Plan Update – Jairo Viafara brought a draft of the Bike Map to the group and the last year’s version. Jairo Viafara has been going through the comments that the community and this group have shared with him. Jairo Viafara has been also looking into the readability of the map as well as the size of it both comments have been brought to his attention.
Stephanie Erickson brought she had spoken Teri Kouba and she was told with order maps in a larger size that means the quantity of maps is cut in half. 

Jairo Viafara asked if the group could bring back their comments about the map ten days from now.

Aaron Kennedy brought to Jairo Viafara attention some of the points of interest are not on the map and to check them (20, 22, 15).
David Kuharenko brought up the green color used for the trails for the bike map in the Greenway are hard to see, and suggested changing the color.

Richard O’Conner asked if about it becoming an app, pointing out that the younger generation wants it as a digital format.

Kim Greendahl suggested to the group that we should go with the option with the less quantity to keep this moving and work towards more an electronical format.

Jairo brought up to the group to pay attention to when they are reviewing the map is the lettering, scale, the labels are complete, ordination of the map and they symbols as well.

Wes Rogers brought asked Jairo Viafara if they will be putting in more street names and landmarks with the bigger map. Jairo Viafara responded with you tell us what you want.
Jairo Viafara brought up to the group that you get comfortable with the map and it’s good to get a good look at it.

ii. TAP Application Ideas – Stephanie Erickson brought it up that in the past we get into the Fall Season and we just start talking about TAP applications and what to send in but in fact that some departments have already planned out what they will be submitting. So what we should be doing is starting to talk about it now so we are all on the same page. 
David Kuharenko brought up even though we don’t know the outcome of last year’s submissions until June or July.

Jairo Viafara brought up that the MPO is around whenever you need help or assistance when applying you may require. Then Jairo Viafara went over the handout and the amounts of money that has been available in the past and what is required to apply.
Stephanie Erickson asked Jairo Viafara if he sees the amount of funding changing for this year. Jairo Viafara responded saying he did not know at this time. David Kuharenko responded that he does not see what can be awarded changing but sees the total amount changing.

Jairo Viafara asked the group to think about it and bring their ideas and forwarded as well as he reminded the groups that anyone can apply for funding you just need qualifying sponsorships. As well as wait for the plan to come out to hopefully get ideas from some of the goals that you see in the plan and go from there.

David Kuharenko pointed out to the group that more things you check off and you cover in your TAP idea the higher you qualify, he also pointed out that we have been very successful in the past and have received a lot of funding.

Jairo Viafara wanted to bring up another agenda item but Stephanie Erickson stopped him and told him we should wait until next month after someone else sees it first, it would be a little more appropriate.
iii. Bicycle Friendly Community – 
a. Complete Streets – Stephanie Erickson shared with the group that there is not anything new to report at this time. Hopefully a draft of the policy will be coming before you next month for your review.
iv. Pedestrian Underpass by Discovery School – Stephanie Erickson started the conversation with letting the group know the item went to COW last night and it was recommended to hire CPS to see if it is even possible to put some kind of facility like a pedestrian underpass with all the utilities that are located underground as well as everything has been platted already. And we will see what they come back with.
Aaron Kennedy pointed out that is already unofficial an underpass with people using the covert.
v. Upcoming 2017 Projects Update – 

a. 42nd to 48th DeMers project – David Kuharenko let the group know that will construct this summer.
b. Belmont the very south end – David Kuharenko indicated it is by the Prairiewood Development
c. South 20th Street 32nd Ave to 36th – David Kuharenko shared with the group that would be completing that section.
d. North 55th Street from University to DeMers – David Kuharenko told the group he is working on the environmental documentation right now and also told them that will probably 2018 project.
e. Mill and overlay down on the 32nd Ave area – 
David Kuharenko indicated to the group that he thinks that is all of them.

Kim Greendahl had one question about 6th Ave North. David Kuharenko quickly responded saying he forgot to mention that one he shared with the group that there is a public input meeting at Lake Agassiz on Thursday 4:30-6:30PM, David Kuharenko is looking into putting a shared-use path on the north side and this in preparation in hopes we get that TAP funding a long 6th Ave. David Kuharenko indicated to the group and especially to the couple in the room that live in that neighborhood that there will be some closers from June 2 to August 4.
