
Bicycle, Pedestrian & Greenway Advisory Committee (BPGAC) 
Wednesday February 13th 2019-7:00pm 

GF City Hall, 255 North 4th Street, Grand Forks, ND –Rm A102 
 

Meeting Notes 
 
Art Young    Kim Greendahl-City of GF Greenway 
Richard O’Connor   Nelson Rosit 
Brian Lofthus    Stephanie Halford-City of GF Planning 
Jane Croeker 
 
 

1. Bikeway and Pedestrian Items 
a. Near South Side Neighborhood Study Update-Stephanie Halford- Ms. Halford came 

forward and stated the study is complete and online on both the City and MPO websites.  
Ms. Halford stated that she will be adding more information in the near future.  Ms. Halford 
indicated there is an upcoming meeting in March to review the information the date of 
which is not yet confirmed.   A mailing for the entire study area will be completed, about 
1200 post cards will be sent out.  The study included walkability, speeding, traffic counts, 
and neighborhood recommendations.  Ms. Halford gave an overview of what the study 
reviewed and what was found. Discussion was held about how the Demers Project will 
impact traffic in this area as well.  Discussion was held about traffic around the schools and 
how the entire project came about as well.   

b. Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Bikeway Map-Jairo Viafara-MPO- Mr. Viafara was not able 
to be a the meeting but had requested that the bikeway map be reviewed and there is a 
survey monkey link in the staff report where suggestions or changes can be indicated for 
them to make those changes.  Ms. Croeker asked if Walnut and Chestnut were bike routes, 
she stated they were not marked as such on the map.  Ms. Halford stated she will check on 
that.   Ms. Croeker also asked about the progress of a path on Chestnut, Ms. Halford 
indicated she had not heard anything but would check with Engineering. Ms. Croeker stated 
she would send the email as well.    

 
2. Greenway Items 

a. Wildlife Management- Kim Greendahl-Greenway- Ms. Greendahl stated that she was 
speaking specifically about deer in the greenway.  She stated that rutting season is through 
and there are diminished numbers but there are still deer going out into the urban areas.  
Ms. Greendahl stated at this time they are monitoring complaint calls through the police 
department,  she said right now there haven’t been any damage complaints but expect that 
will change once people start planning gardens and such.  She stated that she is working 
with a gentleman from UND who specializes in Wildlife and human interactions and how to 
come up with some plans to diminish the numbers of deer in the greenway.   Ms. Greendahl 
indicated that if the numbers keep increasing at the rate they have been there will be no 



choice but to have some sort of controlled bow hunt to cull those numbers down.  Ms. 
Greendahl stated there will be several agencies meeting in April at the trail users meeting 
and will be discussing some issues with a homeowner who is being impacted.  Ms. 
Greendahl stated that most of the major cities in the state have some form of controlled 
hunt to control the herd.   Ms. Greendahl also indicated there is severe tree damage and the 
trees are not coming back due to the attention the deer pay to them as a food source.  Ms. 
Greendahl indicated that they do not want eradication of the deer just control of the 
population.   The point was brought up has the herd been tested for CWD in the population, 
Ms. Greendahl stated that they had not been tested.  Mr. O’Connor asked if the subject of 
coyotes had been brought up within city limits.  Ms. Greendahl said she had not heard 
anything and Mr. O’Connor stated he has spotted them.   It was asked if animal control had 
given any records, Ms. Greendahl stated she had not heard from them in regard to any 
other critters.   

b.  Motor Vehicles for Events on Greenway-Kim Greendahl Greenway- Ms. Greendahl 
introduced Brian Lofthus from HB Sound and light.  Ms. Greendahl brought forward that 
they are reviewing motor vehicles in use on the greenway,  they had allowed golf carts but 
not cars,  in reviewing past events others were using cars/motorcycles without the public 
knowledge.  A couple of the groups came forward to the greenway and trail users meeting 
and they required those groups to use flashing lights, they had to have signage in order to 
use cars.  Ms. Greendahl asked about what should be allowed.   Ms. Greendahl stated that 
she would be utilizing large colored permits for those vehicles that will be allowed.   
Consensus was that jut large brightly colored permits should mitigate the problem.   Mr. 
Lofthus stated that they had been trying to police their events as much as possible.  For one 
stop events they are better able to do that, but mobile events such as races and such were 
harder to police.  Ms. Croeker stated that the musicians were very appreciative of the 
accommodations made for them to load in and load out their equipment 

c. Floating Dock-Downtown-Kim Greendahl-Greenway- Ms. Greendahl stated that HB Sound 
and light take out and put in that dock.   The biggest problem is sinking of the mud of the 
equipment used to put the dock in.   HB sound had requested for some boulders or pieces of 
concrete so as not to sink.  The problem with that was the education piece.  Ms. Greendahl 
stated she is working with JLG to mitigate this problem; they are looking for a permeable 
surface.  The suggestion is the lattice concrete that has concrete growing in it, of the type 
they have at the Grand Forks County.    It was noted that this dock is not a roll in roll out, it is 
taken out in pieces and so that makes it more difficult.  Mr. Lofthus stated that it would be 
useful on the bluff to mitigate some mud and sliding for events that require any kind of 
heavier equipment.    This lattice type product does not look like a roadway which is 
something that Greenway wants to make sure to avoid. Mr. O’Connor asked what type of 
equipment they use to remove the dock; Mr. Lofthus stated they use a telehandler.  Ms. 
Croeker asked about the possibility of bike parking for the greenway takeover festival.  Mr. 
Lofthus and Ms. Greendahl stated they are looking for ways to do that. Ms. Greendahl 
stated they used the park district and school district bike racks that they had borrowed for a 
previous event. 
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